Anne Askew, intituled, | am a V Voman Poor and Blind: 


1 Am a woman pooz and blind, 
and little knowledge remains in me; 
Long have J ſought, but kain would J find, 
what herb in my Garden were beſt to be. 
A garden J have which is unknown, 
which God ofhis goodneſs gave to me, 
J mean my body, where J houldhave ſown, 
the ſeed of Chꝛiſts true verity. 
My ſpirit within me is vered ſo2e; 
my ſpirit ffriveth againſt the lame: 
Wy ſoꝛrows do encreaſe daily moꝛe and moze, 
my conſcience ſuffereth moſt bitter pain. 
J with my ſelf being thus at ſtrite, 
would tain have been at reft : 
Bultng and {iudying in moztal life, 
what things 5 might do topleaſe God beſt, 
With whole intent and one acco2d, 
unto a Gardiner that J did know; 
I went and deſired him fo2 the love of the Loꝛd 
trueſeeds in my garden fo2 to ſow, 


Then this pꝛoud Gardiner ſecing me lo blind, 
he thought on me to wozk his will, 

And flattered me with woꝛds ſo kind, 
to have me continue in blindneſs till. 


Me fed me then with lies and mocks, 
 fo2 venial ſins he bad me go: 
To give my money to ſtones and ſtocks, 
which was ſtark lies and nothing ſo, 
With ſtinking meat then was I fed, 
fo to keep me from my ſalvation ; 
I had Trentals of Baſs, and Balls ofLead, 
not one wo2d ſpoke of Chziſts paſſion. 
In me was ſown all kind of fained ſeed, 
with Popiſh Ceremonies many a one: | 
alles of Requiem, with other juggling deeds 
ffill Gods ſpirit out ot my garden was gone. 
Then was J commanded moſt fkricly, 
ik ot my (alvation J would be ſure, 


To build ſome Chappel 02 ſome Chauntry, 
to be p2ay'd fo2 whilſt the wozld doth endure. 
Beware ofa new learning(ſaſth he)it is lies, 
which is the thing J moſt abhoz: 
Meddle not with it in any manner of wiſe, 
but do as your fathers have done bekoze. 
My truſt J did put in the devils works, 
thinking them luft cient my ſoul to ſave 
Being wotſe then cither Jews oz Turks, 
thus Chziſt of his merits J did dep2ave. 
J might liken my ſelf with a woful heart, 
unto the dumb man in Luke the eleven: 
From whence Chift cauſed the devil to depart 
but ſhoztly after he took the other ſeven, 
My time thus good Loꝛd fo quickly I ſpent, 
alas ſhall J dye the ſooner thereto2e - 


O Loꝛd A find it witten in thy Teſtament, 


that thou haſt mercy enough in fio2e, 
Fo? ſuch ſinners as the Scripture ſaith, 
that will gladly repent and follow thy wo2d, 
Which J will not deny whilſt J have b2eath, 
fo2 pꝛiſon, fire, faggof, noꝛ fierce [wozd. 
ſtrengthen me good Lozd in thy truth to ſtand, 
fo2 the blody butchers have me at their will, 
With their laughter-knives ready dꝛawn in 
| 5 (their hand, 
my ſimple carcaſs to devour and kill, 


O Lodd fozgivt me mine offence, 
fo2 J have offended thee very ſo2e, | 
Take thereloꝛe my ſinkul body from hence, 
then all J vile cg eature offend thee no nie. 
J would with all creatures and faithful friends 
fo2 to keep from this Garvners hands, 
Fo? he will bzing them ſoon unto their ends, 
with cruel toꝛments of fierce ſtre⸗bꝛands. 
I dare not pꝛeſume fo him to p2ay, 
becauſe the truth ol him it was well known, 
But ſince that time he hath gone aſtray, 
Emuch peſtilent ſeed abꝛoad he hath ſown. 
Betaule that now J have no ſpace, 
the caule ot my death truly to ſhow, 
I truſt hereafter that by Gods holy grace, 
that all faithful men tall plainly it know, 
To thee, O Lo2d, J bequeath my ſpirit, 
that art the woꝛk⸗maſter of the ſame, 
It is thine Lo, therefote take it of right, 


my carcaſs on earth I leave, from whence it 
. (came. 


Although to aſhes if be now burned, 


I know thou canft raiſe it again: 
In the ſame likeneſs that thou it koꝛmed, 
in Heaven with thee evermoze to remain. 


FINES 


